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For he could pipe, and dance, and carol sweet
Among the shepherds in their shearing feast,

As summer's lark that with her song doth greet
The dawning day forth coming from the east.

And lays of love he also could compose :

Thrice happy she whom he to praise did choose !

Sidney, while at Wilton, was not unmindful of the
poet-friend whom he had left in London, but whose
fortunes must have been to some extent over-
shadowed by the displeasure that had fallen on the
Earl of Leicester and his nephew* Spenser was
now busily writing poems, but in want of the more
lucrative employment which was soon found for
him, apparently at Sidney's instigation. Lord Grey
of Wilton, who, in the summer of 1580, was appointed
Lord Deputy of Ireland, and who reached Dublin
on the 12th of August, was an intimate friend both
of Philip Sidney and of his father. He looked to
Sir Henry for counsel as to the way in which his
troublesome business should be done, and he fol-
lowed, as far as he could, the example of the ex-
perienced administrator of Irish affairs. With him
went Spenser, as his secretary, to be in the following
March promoted to a well-paid clerkship in the Irish
Court of Chancery. The poet may have owed this
advancement to his own talents as a man of business,
or to Lord Grey's good opinion of him; but it was
probably through the Sidneys1 influence that he was
started on the career which, distasteful to him in
some ways, was on the whole much to his advantage.

Meanwhile other friends were awaiting Sidney in
London. Perhaps it was soon after his return to